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Introduction Chapter 1 

MDBG Chinese Reader is based on the augmented learning concept. By 
ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǳǇƻƴ ŘŜƳŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
understand and learn more quickly. This learning model is especially popular 
ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳƛƴƎƭȅ ǇǊŜŦŜǊΥ 

Å Interactive immersion. Understand and learn Chinese using real-world 
websites, emails, chats, documents and presentations 

Å Information on-demand. Reference books and textbooks are viewed as 
inconvenient and archaic. Instead, the reference information needs to be 
immediately available on the computer screen with minimal additional 
effort 

Å Learning from examples on the net. Search for contemporary examples of 
words and phrases in news stores, images, videos, blogs, music and more 

 

By incrementally translating Chinese text into English as learners move their 
mouse, Chinese Reader focuses students on learning, not just translation. The 
pop-up translation window shows: 

 

Å Enlarged view of the Chinese characters. All the intricate details of each 
stoke becomes very visible. In Version 5.1, characters can also be color-
coded for each of the 4 (plus neutral) tonesτor disabled 

Å Traditional and simplified Chinese characters 

Å Pinyin with marks or tone numbers; Bopomofo is also available 

 

Upon command (Ctrl+S), the highlighted words can even be pronounced using 
the included text-to-speech engine. While computer speech is far from perfect, 
it can be a helpful substitute when human instruction is not available or when 
students are learning words that are beyond the standard curriculum. 

 

This document highlights key features for using MDBG Chinese Reader as a 
teaching tool. The accompanying ¦ǎŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ provides detailed instructions for 
students using the software. 
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Chinese Reader features quick links to the 
online MDBG Dictionary. Suggest new words 
and watch the dictionary grow! 

Quickly navigate Chinese websites, 
emails, documents, filesτeven dialog 
boxes with instant translations 
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Professional Edition Chapter 1 

Educators and corporate users will appreciate the custom features in Chinese 
wŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 9Řƛǘƛƻƴ. This new configuration has all the features of the 
Standard Edition, plus the ability to personalize and manage words and 
definitions for an individual , class or workgroup. Right-click on Chinese 
characters and enter your own translation and usage notes [A]. For the first 
time, custom English translations and personal notations may be defined by any 
user for any Chinese character or phraseτas fast as you move your mouse [B]. 

 

With information constantly changing, you need tools to quickly understand the 
Asian marketplace and economic trends. Instead of waiting for updates to your 
printed or electronic dictionary, the software lets you immediately add new 
words and definitions . New entries may be added interactively (one word at-a-
time) or from a formatted text list. Groups of entries can be selectively enabled 
as a resource and shared with other Professional users [C]. 

 

Other language learning systems teach Chinese using a limited set of words and 
fixed definitions. Chinese Reader is different. Immerse yourself in what you want 
to read and let Chinese Reader show you Chinese-English translations through a 
pop-up window. Focus your study only on topics and meanings that are 
important to you, your organization or your industry. When study time is 
ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘΣ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ wŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴǘǳƛǘƛǾŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘΦ 

 

Å As new companies, personalities and political figures become known, 
quickly add their names as a new entry 

Å Tracking Chinese companies and products? Define a custom translation to 
include any relevant information (stock symbol, financial statistics, key 
contacts and more) 

Å Save your entries as resources that can be shared with others 

Å Import resources into a flashcard program for focused study and recall 

 

Chinese Reader uses a centralized Chinese/Pinyin-English resources for both 
translations (LiveScan) and lookup (dictionary). In the Professional Edition, add 
or edit definitions and they are immediately available. For example, adding 

In the example above, HSBC is added as an entry for  into a new resource 
called Business. Based on your selection, the Add Entry dialog suggests Chinese 
characters, Pinyin and definition and pronunciation. Add complete usage 
information, including sample sentences and details about the word or phrase. 
 
The Resource Manager lets you organize entries into categories (e.g., Business, 
Celebrities, Web, Customers). You may enable/disable, delete , import or export 
resources.  
 
For more information, see Chapter 10 (Professional Features). 
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Comparing Editions Chapter 1 



Easier to Read, Easier to Use Chapter 1 

Chinese Reader now accommodates a wider range of users and 
environments.  Zoom the font smaller to minimize the space it takes on your 
smaller notebook display or enlarge the font to show details of Chinese 
characters.  Pin down the translation window to a corner of your display 
(ideal for users with multiple monitors). Size this window or let the program 
auto-size the window based on the content. 

 

The new HighlightScan mode makes it easier to understand several words in 
context  at one time. Just highlight all the Chinese characters and let Chinese 
Reader show you the Pinyin and even read the selection aloud. Select a 
phrase within the highlight window to see English definitions. HighlightScan is 
enabled every time you select multiple characters. To disable this, uncheck 
the HighlightScan option. 
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New Features in Version 5.1 

²ŜΩǾŜ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ǳǎŜǊ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ 
latest version. Post your ideas on 
http://mdbg.loqu8.com/forums/viewforum.php?f=1 

 

Å Streamlined menus improve access to features--especially on 
displays with lower-resolutions 

Å Tone colors will help you identify tones at-a-glance, Chinese 
characters are color-coded to each of the 5 Mandarin tones 
(including neutral). This may be enabled/disabled from the Option 
Menu. Choose View>Tone Colors 

Å Word sub-menu lets you suggest additions and changes 

Å HighlightScan can now be toggled on/off; if you have problems with 
copying text (Ctrl-C) in your other applications, turn HighlightScan 
off from the  Option menu, by un-checking HighlightScan 

Å Clear Favorite Words lets you clear the list of all the words tagged as 
a favorite (yellow star) 

Å Expanded Chinese/Pinyin-English dictionary now includes over 
97,000 entries, including names of political leaders, entertainers, 
athletes, companies and consumer products 

Å Performance and compatibility improvements have been made in 
the License Manager and with applications developed using Borland 
Delphi 

 

Resize your window manually or 
auto-size to content 

Highlight multiple  characters  for 
fast translations in context 

Zoom fonts larger to clearly see the 
details of Chinese charactersτor 
teaching in a classroom 

Customize the LiveScan and 
Lookup windows with only the 
information you need 



MDBG Makes Learning Fun Chapter 1 

aŀƴȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ Ŏŀƴ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ōǳǘ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ wŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ 
innovative pop-up window adds a powerful, interactive dimension to learning. 

 

People learn in many different ways. Some like to understand the rules of 
grammar and etymology before attempting to read or speak; there are many 
textbooks that are well-suited for them. On the other hand, Chinese Reader is 
for people who learn by doingτŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴΦ LŦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
you, then Chinese Reader may be just the tool you need. 

 

LiveScan revolutionizes the way people interact with foreign websites. Instead 
of trying to translate the whole page into English (a hopeless, yet comical effort, 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎύΣ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ wŜŀŘŜǊ ŀǎǎǳƳŜǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ 
definitions for each word or phrase in a pop-up window. You choose the best 
translation for the context. 

 

Some people can learn Chinese simply by memorizing a dictionary or a list of 
10,000 popular characters. You can use Chinese Reader to learn by exploring 
Chinese websites and instantly viewing English translations. Search for similar 
words in the electronic dictionary or search the web for contemporary examples 
of those words used in real-ǿƻǊƭŘ ƴŜǿǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻǊ ōƭƻƎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ 
about learning Chinese. 

 

Glide your mouse over a picture caption or headline to see the English 
definitions, hear the pronunciation and link to websites. Suddenly a powerful 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ 
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Learn Chinese using the topics and 
words that you want to learn 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ renminbi? This 
picture is worth a thousand 
words, dollars or more. 



Installation Chapter 2 

To install MDBG Chinese Reader: 

1. Click  Run to download and install Chinese Reader. Windows Vista may ask 
you verification questions:  

V Do you want to run the file? Click Run button 

V Do you want to run this application? Click Run button 

V Do you wish to install these components (Simplified Chinese TTS)? Click 
Install button 

V Vista: When Windows needs your permission to continue installing 
Simplified Chinese TTS, click Continue. If you are not an administrator, 
you will need enter the administrator password and click OK to 
continue. 

V Do you want to install this application? Click Install 
 

2. Enter a valid email address into the License Manager. A free trial key will be 
sent to your email address from MDBG. The next time you start Chinese 
Reader, copy the license key from the email and paste it into the License 
Manager. 

3. After loading and building the database, Chinese Reader will install a small 
icon in your system tray (bottom right corner of your screen). 

4. The MDBG Chinese Reader icon will be installed in your system tray (bottom 
right corner of your screen). 
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MDBG icon installed in your system tray 

Click Run to continue Click Install to continue 

Enter your email or license 
key and click Submit 

Click on the Buy button to 
purchase a license 



New! Custom Views 
 
Chinese Reader lets you tailor the translation and dictionary windows so they 
only show the information you want. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ÅShow simplified and traditional Chinese 
ÅShow tone numbers or tone marks 
ÅColor characters based upon tone 
ÅShow/hide phonetics 
ÅShow Bopomofo instead of Pinyin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Right-click on the black title bar and select {ƘƻǿΧ See Chapter 5 for details. 

System Requirements Chapter 2 

MDBG Chinese Reader is optimized for personal computers with Microsoft 
Windows Vista, Windows XP SP2 or Windows Server 2008. Apple Macintosh 
systems will also require a virtualization environment; see below for details. 

 

Minimum 

ÅChinese fonts (to see and print Chinese characters) 

ÅSimplified Chinese TTS (to hear Chinese pronunciation) 

ÅMicrosoft .NET 3.0 framework (included with Windows Vista and XP SP2) 

 

Recommended 

tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ ±ƛǎǘŀΤ ±ƛǎǘŀ ¦ƭǘƛƳŀǘŜΩǎ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Lili 
voice is supported. Internet Explorer 7 or Firefox 3 browser. Microsoft Office 
(Outlook, Word, Excel, PowerPoint). Sound card and speakers or headphones 
required to hear pronunciation. 

 

Virtualization Environments for Mac OS/Linux 

ÅParallels Desktop 
http://www.parallels.com/en/download/desktop/ 

ÅVMware Fusion 
https://www.vmware.com/tryvmware/login.php?eval=fusion 

ÅVirtualBox 
http://www.virtualbox.org/  

 

Not Supported 

Microsoft Windows Me/98/95 
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Licensing Chapter 2 

Trial License 

The Chinese Reader software is initially activated for a trial period of 15 days 
with complete functionality and full performance. After the trial period, your 
performance will be degraded. At any time, you can restore full functionality by 
purchasing a license from MDBG at http://mdbg.loqu8.com/buy.htm.  

 

Purchasing a License Key 

Help support MDBG by purchasing a license key. Major credit cards and bank 
checks are supported. 

 

 

 

 

 

1. To purchase a key, right-click on the Chinese Reader icon in the system tray. 
If Chinese Reader is not currently running, visit 
http://mdbg.loqu8.com/buy.htm to purchase a license. 

2. Select Help, then Purchase License. A new browser window will open up to 
PayPal for processing your payment.  

3. Complete the information on the screen. 

4. MDBG will send a License Key to your email address. This license is valid 
only for one user (per End-User License Agreement). 

 

Entering License Key 

If you have purchased a license key, enter it into the License Manager: 

1. Right-click on the Chinese Reader icon in the system tray. 

2. Select Help, then Activate License Key. 

3. In the License Manager, enter your license key and press the Enter key. 
Chinese Reader will validate your key with the MDBG server. In about a 
minute, you may resume using Chinese Reader. 
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Copy and paste the license key from 
the email sent to you by MDBG 

To request a trial license key, just enter 
your email address and click Submit 

Open the System Menu by right-
clicking the MDBG icon 

http://mdbg.loqu8.com/buy.htm
http://mdbg.loqu8.com/buy.htm


If your trial license has expired, click 
Buy to purchase a license. 

Starting Chinese Reader Chapter 3 

After installing Chinese Reader, the program will automatically load and install 
the MDBG icon in the system tray (bottom right corner of your screen). If 
Chinese Reader does not automatically start, click on the Windows Start button 
and choose All Programs. In the MDBG folder, select Chinese Reader  

 

AutoStart 

When AutoStart is selected, Chinese Reader is loaded every time your computer 
starts. See the AutoStart selection in the System Menu (next section). 

 

Auto Update 

If your computer is connected to the Internet when Chinese Reader starts, the 
program automatically checks for minor updates. If an update is available, you 
will be asked to download the software. Click OK to download and install the 
update. Once Chinese Reader is running you will see a small Chinese Reader icon 
in the system tray, near the bottom right corner of your screen.  

 

Expired License 

If your license has expired, you will see a reminder to purchase the software 
license. Click Buy to open a link to the MDBG store. If you have purchased a 
license key, enter its value and click on Submit. Continuing without a valid 
license will allow the software to continue running, but with degraded 
performance.  

 

Exiting Chinese Reader 

To exit the program, right-click the Chinese Reader icon and choose Close from 
the system menu. To stop Chinese Reader from running every time you start 
Windows, uncheck AutoStart. To uninstall Chinese Reader, see Appendix D. 
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Click on the Windows Start icon. Choose 
MDBG, then MDBG Chinese Reader v5 

To close Chinese Reader, right-click on 
the MDBG icon in the system tray 



System Menu Chapter 3 

The System Menu controls access to other windows (Scan, Lookup, Favorite 
Words) , opens links, displays help and closes the Chinese Reader program. 

 

ÅAutoStart when checked, this program will be loaded when Windows is 
started 

ÅLiveScan window shows instant Chinese to English translations 

ÅLookup window allows you to search the Chinese/Pinyin-English dictionary  
for words, phrases and names 

ÅFavorite Words window ƭƛǎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǘŀƎƎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǘŀǊ 

 

LiveScan 

Chinese Reader continuously scans for Chinese characters near your mouse 
cursor whenever the Chinese Reader icon is displayed. To pause this LiveScan 
process, left-click the black/white Chinese Reader icon in the system tray. When 
the Chinese Reader icon has turned to gray, then Live Scan is paused. To resume 
Live Scan, left click the gray Chinese Reader icon or choose LiveScan from the 
System Menu. 

 

Help 

ÅUser Manual ς online version of this document  

ÅSupport Forum ς a community of users moderated by MDBG 

ÅCheck for Dictionary Updates ς  installs the latest dictionary 

ÅBuy License Key ς opens web page to MDBG Store 

ÅActivate License Key ς opens License Manager  

ÅAbout ς version number, links to support and legal information  
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Locate the MDBG icon in your system tray, usually 
near the bottom right corner of your screen 
ÅRight-click the MDBG Chinese Reader icon to open 

the System Menu 
ÅLeft-click the MDBG Chinese Reader icon to turn 

LiveScan (translation) mode on or off. The Chinese 
Reader icon is black/white when LiveScan is on and 
gray when LiveScan is off 

Right-click on the MDBG icon in 
the system tray 

Black/white icon: LiveScan is on 
Gray icon: LiveScan is off 

System Menu 



Scan Window and Menus Chapter 3 

The Scan window showcases the most popular feature of Chinese Reader: 
instant Chinese-English translations.  

 

Scan Menu 

Right-click inside the Scan window to view these selections: 

ÅPronounce ς speaks the selected Chinese characters in Mandarin 

ÅCopy/Copy entries ς copies selection to Windows clipboard 

ÅLookup  ς  opens the Lookup window (dictionary) 

ÅOther links (Baidu, Bible Gateway, Flickr, et al.) allow you to search the web 
using the selected Chinese characters. 

 

Scan Options Menu 

 

 

Right-click the black title bar of the Scan window to view these options: 

ÅLiveScan ς toggles instant translations on/off 

ÅTranslate Page ς links to Google or Microsoft for web page translations 

ÅSnapshot ς  saves the Scan window into a PNG graphics file 

ÅFavorite Words ς  opens the Favorite Words window 

ÅDisplay settings for Scan window including highlight, tone marks, 
Pinyin/Bopomofo phonetics, auto-sizing and font size 
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Glide your mouse over Chinese text to see 
instant English translations. 
ÅLeft-click and drag to highlight words 
ÅRight-click inside the window to see Scan 

Menu 
ÅRight-click the black title bar to open the Scan 

Options Menu 

Scan Options Menu 

Scan Menu 

Scan Window 



Lookup Window and Menus Chapter 3 

/ƘƛƴŜǎŜ wŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ [ƻƻƪǳǇ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ŘƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ 
terms in Chinese, Pinyin or English.  The Lookup window will display all matches 
in the keyword or definition. 

 

Lookup Menu 

Right-click inside the Lookup window to view these selections: 

ÅPronounce ς speaks the selected Chinese characters in Mandarin 

ÅCopy/Copy entries ς copies selection to Windows clipboard 

ÅLookup  ς  search for the selected Chinese term in Lookup 

ÅOther links (Baidu, Bible Gateway, Flickr, et al.) allow you to search the web 
using the selected Chinese characters. 

 

Lookup Options Menu 

 

 

Right-click the black title bar of the Lookup window to view these options: 

ÅFavorite Words ς  looks up the words that have been tagged with a star as a 
favorite word 

ÅClear Favorite Words ς clears the list of words that have been tagged with a 
yellow star 

ÅShow ς opens sub-menu with options for displaying simplified/traditional 
characters, tone colors, phonetics, tone marks and Pinyin/Bopomofo 

ÅZoom ς enlarge/reduce fonts 
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From the Scan Menu or System Menu, choose 
Lookup: 
ÅRight-click inside the window to see Lookup 

Menu 
ÅRight-click the black title bar to open the  

Lookup Options Menu 

Lookup Menu 

Lookup Window 

Lookup Options Menu 



Window Controls Chapter 3 

The window controls for Chinese Reader have been significantly upgraded to 
give you flexibility to personalize the windows. In earlier versions of Chinese 
Reader, the LiveScan window always followed the mouse cursor to provide 
instant Chinese-9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ άǇƛƴ Řƻǿƴέ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ƭŜǎǎ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǳǎŜǊǎΦ 

 

The resizable windows lets you 
place them in a corner of your 
desktop and then enlarge  
them at your commandτideal  
for users with multiple  
displays or high-resolution 
monitors. 

 

Classroom instructors (and those who have 
had difficulty discerning the intricacies of 
Chinese characters) will certainly  
appreciate the ability to enlarge the fonts 
to a very large size. 
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Click the push-pin to 
freeze this window 

Click the O to close this window ;  
Chinese Reader will continue to run in 
the background 

Click the star to tag this 
word as a favorite 

Drag the corner of this 
window to re-size larger or 
smaller 

Right-click title bar to see window options, 
including auto-size (size to content) and 
zoom font size  



Quick Tour Chapter 4 
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[ŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ wŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΦ 

 

1. From your web browser, open the website 
http://news.google.com/news?ned=cn   

2. On the Google News ς China page, you should see something similar to the 
image shown to the right. Chinese characters should appear throughout the 
page (other than the Google logo, Gmail, etc.). 

  

Seeing Squares? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎǉǳŀǊŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻŀŘ 
Chinese fonts and turn on East Asian language support (Windows XP only). 
 
MDBG recommends the AR PL New Sung ŦƻƴǘΦ LǘΩǎ ƻǇǘƛƳƛȊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎŜ ƛƴ 
ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎΣ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ōƻǘƘ ¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ {ƛƳǇƭƛŦƛŜŘ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ 
ŦǊŜŜ ŀǘ a5.DΩǎ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ǇŀƎŜΦ 
 
For More Information 
Download AR PL New Sung font: http://mdbg.loqu8.com/default.htm and see 
Appendix B and C for font installation instructions. 

http://news.google.com/news?ned=cn
http://mdbg.loqu8.com/default.htm

