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What Can Chinese Reader Do? Chapter 1

MDBG Chinese Reader scans Chinese text and translates it into English as you 
move your mouse. Instead of opening another window or application, Chinese 
wŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ǇƻǇ-up LiveScanwindow provides immediate reference. 

Å Scan the latest news from China, Taiwan or Hong Kong. English translations 
are shown immediately as you move your mouse over the Chinese words. 

Å Listen to words pronounced in Mandarin Chinese. Follow along with 
phonetics in Pinyin or Bopomofo.

Å Quickly paste Chinese with English translations into your email or Microsoft 
Office documents (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook, Access)

Å Easily search popular websites, like Baidu, Google or Wikipedia, using 
selected Chinese characters (without re-typing Chinese!)

Å Lookup words in the 82,000+ word Chinese/Pinyin-English dictionary. Show 
definitions and brief descriptions. Includes proper nouns (popular names, 
organizations, government programs).

Chinese Reader is designed for youτǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ Ŏŀǎǳŀƭ ǳǎŜǊ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ 
wants to learn Chinese. 

Å LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǿƛǎƘŜŘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ understandan email or document with 
/ƘƛƴŜǎŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ Ƙƻǿ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ wŜŀŘŜǊ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ 
understand Chinese immediately.

Å Enjoy scanning Chinese websites to learnabout the latest news and trends? 
Chinese Reader is for casual users like you who enjoy seeing the world from 
the Chinese perspective (China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Singapore, Malaysia). 
/ƘƛƴŜǎŜ wŜŀŘŜǊ ƎƛǾŜǎ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ƛƴ 
English-based websites or documents.

Å LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ōǳǎȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎτnot 
just irrelevant, meaningless words only used in textbooks. Chinese Reader 
provides a rich learning environment for hearing and seeing the words 
pronounced. The powerful web links shows you exactly how these words 
are used today.
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Chinese Reader features quick links to the 
online MDBG Dictionary. Suggest new words 
and watch the dictionary grow!

Quickly navigate Chinese websites, 
emails, documents, filesτeven dialog 
boxes with instant translations
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Professional Edition Chapter 1

Educators and corporate users will appreciate the custom features in Chinese 
wŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 9Řƛǘƛƻƴ. This new configuration has all the features of the 
Standard Edition, plus the ability to personalize and manage words and 
definitions for an individual , class or workgroup. Right-click on Chinese 
characters and enter your own translation and usage notes [A]. For the first 
time, custom English translations and personal notations may be defined by any 
user for any Chinese character or phraseτas fast as you move your mouse [B].

With information constantly changing, you need tools to quickly understand the 
Asian marketplace and economic trends. Instead of waiting for updates to your 
printed or electronic dictionary, the software lets you immediately add new 
words and definitions . New entries may be added interactively (one word at-a-
time) or from a formatted text list. Groups of entries can be selectively enabled 
as a resource and shared with other Professional users [C].

Other language learning systems teach Chinese using a limited set of words and 
fixed definitions. Chinese Reader is different. Immerse yourself in what you want 
to read and let Chinese Reader show you Chinese-English translations through a 
pop-up window. Focus your study only on topics and meanings that are 
important to you, your organization or your industry. When study time is 
ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘΣ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ wŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴǘǳƛǘƛǾŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘΦ

Å As new companies, personalities and political figures become known, 
quickly add their names as a new entry

Å Tracking Chinese companies and products? Define a custom translation to 
include any relevant information (stock symbol, financial statistics, key 
contacts and more)

Å Save your entries as resourcesthat can be shared with others

Å Import resources into a flashcard program for focused study and recall

Chinese Reader uses a centralized Chinese/Pinyin-English resources for both 
translations (LiveScan) and lookup (dictionary). In the Professional Edition, add 
or edit definitions and they are immediately available. For example, adding

In the example above, HSBC is added as an entry for into a new resource 
called Business. Based on your selection, the Add Entry dialog suggests Chinese 
characters, Pinyin and definition and pronunciation. Add complete usage 
information, including sample sentences and details about the word or phrase.

The Resource Manager lets you organize entries into categories (e.g., Business, 
Celebrities, Web, Customers). You may enable/disable, delete , import or export 
resources. 

For more information, see Chapter 10 (Professional Features).
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Comparing Editions Chapter 1



Easier to Read, Easier to Use Chapter 1

Chinese Reader now accommodates a wider range of users and 
environments.  Zoomthe font smaller to minimize the space it takes on your 
smaller notebook display or enlarge the font to show details of Chinese 
characters.  Pindown the translation window to a corner of your display 
(ideal for users with multiple monitors). Size this window or let the program 
auto-size the window based on the content.

The new HighlightScanmode makes it easier to understand several words in 
context  at one time. Just highlight all the Chinese characters and let Chinese 
Reader show you the Pinyin and even read the selection aloud. Select a 
phrase within the highlight window to see English definitions. HighlightScan is 
enabled every time you select multiple characters. To disable this, uncheck 
the HighlightScan option.
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New Features in Version 5.1

²ŜΩǾŜ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ǳǎŜǊ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ 
latest version. Post your ideas on 
http://mdbg.loqu8.com/forums/viewforum.php?f=1

Å Streamlined menusimprove access to features--especially on 
displays with lower-resolutions

Å Tone colorswill help you identify tones at-a-glance, Chinese 
characters are color-coded to each of the 5 Mandarin tones 
(including neutral). This may be enabled/disabled from the Option 
Menu. Choose View>Tone Colors

Å Word sub-menu lets you suggest additions and changes

Å HighlightScancan now be toggled on/off; if you have problems with 
copying text (Ctrl-C) in your other applications, turn HighlightScan 
off from the  Option menu, by un-checking HighlightScan

Å Clear Favorite Wordslets you clear the list of all the words tagged as 
a favorite (yellow star)

Å Expanded Chinese/Pinyin-English dictionarynow includes over 
82,000 entries, including names of political leaders, entertainers, 
athletes, companies and consumer products

Å Performance and compatibility improvements have been made in 
the License Manager and with applications developed using Borland 
Delphi

Resize your window manually or 
auto-size to content

Highlightmultiple  characters  for 
fast translations in context

Zoom fonts larger to clearly see the 
details of Chinese charactersτor 
teaching in a classroom

Customize the LiveScan and 
Lookup windows with only the 
information you need



MDBG Makes Learning Fun Chapter 1

aŀƴȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ Ŏŀƴ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ōǳǘ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ wŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ 
innovative pop-up window adds a powerful, interactive dimension to learning.

People learn in many different ways. Some like to understand the rules of 
grammar and etymology before attempting to read or speak; there are many 
textbooks that are well-suited for them. On the other hand, Chinese Reader is 
for people who learn by doingτŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴΦ LŦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
you, then Chinese Reader may be just the tool you need.

LiveScanrevolutionizes the way people interact with foreign websites. Instead 
of trying to translate the whole page into English (a hopeless, yet comical effort, 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎύΣ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ wŜŀŘŜǊ ŀǎǎǳƳŜǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ 
definitions for each word or phrase in a pop-up window. You choose the best 
translation for the context.

Some people can learn Chinese simply by memorizing a dictionary or a list of 
10,000 popular characters. You can use Chinese Reader to learn by exploring 
Chinese websites and instantly viewing English translations. Search for similar 
words in the electronic dictionary or search the web for contemporary examples 
of those words used in real-ǿƻǊƭŘ ƴŜǿǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻǊ ōƭƻƎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ 
about learning Chinese.

Glide your mouse over a picture caption or headline to see the English 
definitions, hear the pronunciation and link to websites. Suddenly a powerful 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ
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Learn Chinese using the topics and 
words that you want to learn

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ renminbi? This 
picture is worth a thousand 
words, dollars or more.



Installation Chapter 2

To install MDBG Chinese Reader:

1. Click  Runto download and install Chinese Reader. Windows Vista may ask 
you verification questions: 

V Do you want to run the file? Click Runbutton

V Do you want to run this application? Click Run button

V Do you wish to install these components (Simplified Chinese TTS)? Click 
Install button

V Vista: When Windows needs your permission to continue installing 
Simplified Chinese TTS, click Continue. If you are not an administrator, 
you will need enter the administrator password and click OK to 
continue.

V Do you want to install this application? Click Install

2. Enter a valid email address into the License Manager. A free trial key will be 
sent to your email address from MDBG. The next time you start Chinese 
Reader, copy the license key from the email and paste it into the License 
Manager.

3. After loading and building the database, Chinese Reader will install a small 
icon in your system tray (bottom right corner of your screen).

4. The MDBG Chinese Reader icon will be installed in your system tray (bottom 
right corner of your screen).
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MDBG icon installed in your system tray

Click Run to continue Click Install to continue

Enter your email or license 
key and click Submit

Click on the Buybutton to 
purchase a license



New! Custom Views

Chinese Reader lets you tailor the translation and dictionary windows so they 
only show the information you want.

ÅShow simplified and traditional Chinese
ÅShow tone numbers or tone marks
ÅColor characters based upon tone
ÅShow/hide phonetics
ÅShow Bopomofo instead of Pinyin

Right-click on the black title bar and select {ƘƻǿΧSee Chapter 5 for details.

System Requirements Chapter 2

MDBG Chinese Reader is optimized for personal computers with Microsoft 
Windows Vista, Windows XP SP2 or Windows Server 2008. Apple Macintosh 
systems will also require a virtualization environment; see below for details.

Minimum

ÅChinese fonts (to see and print Chinese characters)

ÅSimplified Chinese TTS (to hear Chinese pronunciation)

ÅMicrosoft .NET 3.0 framework (included with Windows 7, Vista and XP SP2)

Recommended

tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ т ƻǊ ±ƛǎǘŀΤ ±ƛǎǘŀ ¦ƭǘƛƳŀǘŜΩǎ 
Microsoft Lilivoice is supported. Internet Explorer 7-8 or Firefox 3 browser. 
Microsoft Office (Outlook, Word, Excel, PowerPoint). Sound card and speakers 
or headphones required to hear pronunciation.

Virtualization Environments for Mac OS/Linux

ÅParallels Desktop
http://www.parallels.com/en/download/desktop/

ÅVMware Fusion
https://www.vmware.com/tryvmware/login.php?eval=fusion

ÅVirtualBox
http://www.virtualbox.org/ 

Not Supported

Microsoft Windows Me/98/95
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Licensing Chapter 2

Trial License

The Chinese Reader software is initially activated for a trial period of 15 days 
with complete functionality and full performance. After the trial period, your 
performance will be degraded. At any time, you can restore full functionality by 
purchasing a license from MDBG at http://mdbg.loqu8.com/buy.htm. 

Purchasing a License Key

Help support MDBG by purchasing a license key. Major credit cards and bank 
checks are supported.

1. To purchase a key, right-click on the Chinese Reader icon in the system tray. 
If Chinese Reader is not currently running, visit 
http://mdbg.loqu8.com/buy.htmto purchase a license.

2. Select Help, then Purchase License. A new browser window will open up to 
PayPal for processing your payment. 

3. Complete the information on the screen.

4. MDBG will send a License Key to your email address. This license is valid 
only for one user (per End-User License Agreement).

Entering License Key

If you have purchased a license key, enter it into the License Manager:

1. Right-clickon the Chinese Reader icon in the system tray.

2. Select Help,then Activate License Key.

3. In the License Manager, enter your license key and press the Enterkey. 
Chinese Reader will validate your key with the MDBG server. In about a 
minute, you may resume using Chinese Reader.

MDBG CHINESEREADER USER'SGUIDE 10

Copy and paste the license key from 
the email sent to you by MDBG

To request a trial license key, just enter 
your email address and click Submit

Open the System Menu by right-
clicking the MDBG icon

http://mdbg.loqu8.com/buy.htm
http://mdbg.loqu8.com/buy.htm


If your trial license has expired, click 
Buy to purchase a license.

Starting Chinese Reader Chapter 3

After installing Chinese Reader, the program will automatically load and install 
the MDBG icon in the system tray (bottom right corner of your screen). If 
Chinese Reader does not automatically start, click on the Windows Start button 
and choose All Programs. In the MDBG folder, select Chinese Reader v5.1

AutoStart

When AutoStart is selected, Chinese Reader is loaded every time your computer 
starts. See the AutoStart selection in the System Menu (next section).

Auto Update

If your computer is connected to the Internet when Chinese Reader starts, the 
program automatically checks for minor updates. If an update is available, you 
will be asked to download the software. Click OKto download and install the 
update. Once Chinese Reader is running you will see a small Chinese Reader icon 
in the system tray, near the bottom right corner of your screen. 

Expired License

If your license has expired, you will see a reminder to purchase the software 
license. Click Buyto open a link to the MDBG store. If you have purchased a 
license key, enter its value and click on Submit. Continuing without a valid 
license will allow the software to continue running, but with degraded 
performance. 

Exiting Chinese Reader

To exit the program, right-click the Chinese Reader icon and choose Closefrom 
the system menu. To stop Chinese Reader from running every time you start 
Windows, uncheck AutoStart. To uninstall Chinese Reader, see Appendix D.
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Click on the Windows Start icon. Choose 
MDBG, then MDBG Chinese Reader v5

To close Chinese Reader, right-click on 
the MDBG icon in the system tray



System Menu Chapter 3

The System Menu controls access to other windows (Scan, Lookup, Favorite 
Words) , opens links, displays help and closes the Chinese Reader program.

ÅAutoStart when checked, this program will be loaded when Windows is 
started

ÅLiveScanwindow shows instant Chinese to English translations

ÅLookupwindow allows you to search the Chinese/Pinyin-English dictionary  
for words, phrases and names

ÅFavorite Words windowƭƛǎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǘŀƎƎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǘŀǊ

LiveScan

Chinese Reader continuously scans for Chinese characters near your mouse 
cursor whenever the Chinese Reader icon is displayed. To pause this LiveScan 
process, left-click the black/white Chinese Reader icon in the system tray. When 
the Chinese Reader icon has turned to gray, then Live Scan is paused. To resume 
Live Scan, left click the gray Chinese Reader icon or choose LiveScanfrom the 
System Menu.

Help

ÅUser Manual ςonline version of this document 

ÅSupport Forum ςa community of users moderated by MDBG

ÅCheck for Dictionary Updates ςinstalls the latest dictionary

ÅBuy License Key ςopens web page to MDBG Store

ÅActivate License Key ςopens License Manager 

ÅAbout ςversion number, links to support and legal information 
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Locate the MDBG icon in your system tray, usually 
near the bottom right corner of your screen
ÅRight-click the MDBG Chinese Reader icon to open 

the System Menu
ÅLeft-click the MDBG Chinese Reader icon to turn 

LiveScan (translation) mode on or off. The Chinese 
Reader icon is black/white when LiveScan is on and 
graywhen LiveScan is off

Right-click on the MDBG icon in 
the system tray

Black/white icon: LiveScan is on
Grayicon: LiveScan is off

System Menu



Scan Window and Menus Chapter 3

The Scan window showcases the most popular feature of Chinese Reader: 
instant Chinese-English translations. 

Scan Menu

Right-click insidethe Scan window to view these selections:

ÅPronounce ςspeaks the selected Chinese characters in Mandarin

ÅCopy/Copy entries ςcopies selection to Windows clipboard

ÅLookup  ςopens the Lookup window (dictionary)

ÅOther links (Baidu, Bible Gateway, Flickr, et al.) allow you to search the web 
using the selected Chinese characters.

Scan Options Menu

Right-click the black title bar of the Scan window to view these options:

ÅLiveScan ςtoggles instant translations on/off

ÅTranslate Page ςlinks to Google or Microsoft for web page translations

ÅSnapshot ςsaves the Scan window into a PNG graphics file

ÅFavorite Words ςopens the Favorite Words window

ÅDisplay settings for Scan window including highlight, tone marks, 
Pinyin/Bopomofo phonetics, auto-sizing and font size
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Glide your mouse over Chinese text to see 
instant English translations.
ÅLeft-click and drag to highlight words
ÅRight-click inside the window to see Scan 

Menu
ÅRight-click the black title bar to open the Scan 

Options Menu

Scan Options Menu

Scan Menu

Scan Window



Lookup Window and Menus Chapter 3

/ƘƛƴŜǎŜ wŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ [ƻƻƪǳǇ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ŘƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ 
terms in Chinese, Pinyin or English.  The Lookup window will display all matches 
in the keyword or definition.

Lookup Menu

Right-click insidethe Lookup window to view these selections:

ÅPronounce ςspeaks the selected Chinese characters in Mandarin

ÅCopy/Copy entries ςcopies selection to Windows clipboard

ÅLookup  ςsearch for the selected Chinese term in Lookup

ÅOther links (Baidu, Bible Gateway, Flickr, et al.) allow you to search the web 
using the selected Chinese characters.

Lookup Options Menu

Right-click the black title bar of the Lookup window to view these options:

ÅFavorite Words ςlooks up the words that have been tagged with a star as a 
favorite word

ÅClear Favorite Words ςclears the list of words that have been tagged with a 
yellow star

ÅShowςopens sub-menu with options for displaying simplified/traditional 
characters, tone colors, phonetics, tone marks and Pinyin/Bopomofo

ÅZoomςenlarge/reduce fonts
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From the Scan Menu or System Menu, choose 
Lookup:
ÅRight-click inside the window to see Lookup 

Menu
ÅRight-click the black title bar to open the 

Lookup Options Menu

Lookup Menu

Lookup Window

Lookup Options Menu



Window Controls Chapter 3

The window controls for Chinese Reader have been significantly upgraded to 
give you flexibility to personalize the windows. In earlier versions of Chinese 
Reader, the LiveScan window always followed the mouse cursor to provide 
instant Chinese-9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ άǇƛƴ Řƻǿƴέ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ƭŜǎǎ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǳǎŜǊǎΦ

The resizable windows lets you
place them in a corner of your
desktop and then enlarge 
them at your commandτideal 
for users with multiple 
displays or high-resolution
monitors.

Classroom instructors (and those who have
had difficulty discerning the intricacies of
Chinese characters) will certainly 
appreciate the ability to enlarge the fonts
to a very large size.
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Click the push-pin to 
freezethis window

Click the Oto closethis window ; 
Chinese Reader will continue to run in 
the background

Click the star to tag this 
word as a favorite

Drag the corner of this 
window to re-sizelarger or 
smaller

Right-click title bar to see window options, 
including auto-size (size to content) and 
zoom font size 



Quick Tour Chapter 4
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[ŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ wŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΦ

1. From your web browser, open the website 
http://news.google.com/news?ned=cn

2. On the Google News ςChina page, you should see something similar to the 
image shown to the right. Chinese characters should appear throughout the 
page (other than the Google logo, Gmail, etc.).

Seeing Squares?

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎǉǳŀǊŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻŀŘ 
Chinese fonts and turn on East Asian language support (Windows XP only).

MDBG recommends the AR PL New Sung ŦƻƴǘΦ LǘΩǎ ƻǇǘƛƳƛȊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎŜ ƛƴ 
ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎΣ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ōƻǘƘ ¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ {ƛƳǇƭƛŦƛŜŘ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ 
ŦǊŜŜ ŀǘ a5.DΩǎ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ǇŀƎŜΦ

For More Information
Download AR PL New Sung font: http://mdbg.loqu8.com/default.htmand see 
Appendix B and C for font installation instructions.

http://news.google.com/news?ned=cn
http://mdbg.loqu8.com/default.htm


Suggest/Correct and MDBG Dictionary Chapter 4

Chinese Reader uses the comprehensive CC-CEDICT dictionary. Through the 
efforts of individuals like you, this resource has become an invaluable resource 
for hundreds of thousands of users. As you use the Chinese Reader software to 
read documents, please provide feedback.

ÅSuggest New Definition ςOpens the CC-CEDICT web page for adding a new 
entry

ÅCorrect Definition ςOpens the CC-/95L/¢ ǿŜō ǇŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ŀ ǿƻǊŘΩǎ 
Mandarin pinyin or English definition

By using Chinese Reader, most fields on the page are pre-filled for your 
convenience. Click the Submit Entry button at the bottom of the page when all 
your changes are completed. All entries will be queued for review by CC-CEDICT 
editors. All entries  will be licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share 
Alike 3.0 License.

MDBG Dictionary

Chinese Reader provides a quick link to the online MDBG website. Select a word 
ƻǊ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ wŜŀŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻƴ a5.DΩǎ ǿŜō 
page.

MDBG CHINESEREADER 17USER'SGUIDE

Suggestnew words or changeentries in 
a5.DΩǎ //-CEDICT dictionary

View definitions, hear pronunciations and more 
from the online MDBG Chinese-English Dictionary



Pronounce, Copy and Lookup Chapter 4

As you glide your mouse over the Chinese characters, the Chinese Reader Scan 
window shows:

Å Enlarged view of the Chinese character(s) in both Simplified and Traditional 
forms. If the web page uses Simplified characters, then Traditional forms (if 
any) are shown in brackets to the right[A]

Å Phonetic pronunciation (default is Pinyin)

Å Definition or description in English

Pop-up Definitions

Just as some English words have multiple meanings (red could mean a color or a 
financial loss), some Chinese characters also have multiple meanings and 
pronunciations. Chinese Reader groups meanings by pronunciations in the pop-
up window [B].

Move your mouse pointer into the window and  right-click to open the Scan 
menu to show actions for the current entry :

Å To hear the word pronounced, choose Pronounce. Alternatively, you can 
use the shortcut keystroke Ctrl-S.

Å If there are multiple meanings for a word, Chinese Reader lets you select 
and highlight each one by clicking with your mouse. To copy the selected 
entry (or entries), from the right menu choose Copyor Copy Entries. You 
may paste this into an email or word processor document.

Å To search the dictionary [C] for matching words or definitions, choose 
Lookupor the shortcut, Ctrl-F.

Tip: All the functions of the Scan menu (pronounce, copy, lookup, web links) are 
also available in the Lookup window.
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Open the Scan Menu by moving your mouse 
pointer into the pop-up window. Right-click to 
see a list of actions for the entry

Use Lookupto search the dictionary using the 
selected Chinese character(s) or enter your 
own English words

Chinese characters with multiple 
meanings are all shown in the 
window



Search Web with Google, Wikipedia and More Chapter 4

Web Searches

The Scan menu [A] also allows you to conduct web searches at popular 
websitesτwithout copying+pasting or typing Chinese. A new browser window 
will open to the specified site [B]. 

ÅBaidu: gateway to Chinese news, web, forum, answers, MP3, images and 
video

ÅBible Gateway: find text in Old and New Testament, Chinese Union Version 
(Simplified and Traditional) of the Bible

ÅFlickr: find images on this Yahoo! photo sharing site

ÅFriendFeed: share a stream of information with your friends

ÅGoogle: search web, images, news, books, scholar (academic resources) and 
blogs

ÅWikipedia: find articles on specified topic

ÅYouTube: locate videos with selected keyword(s)

This concludes the Quick Tour. The following 5 chapters detail the core functions 
of MDBG Chinese Reader: translation, pronounce, lookup, copy and web 
search/link.
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Instant, Pop-up Translation Chapter 5
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LiveScan, the high-speed process of translating Chinese into English, is the main 
function of Chinese Reader. The latest version of this program incorporates a 
powerful new scanning engine that works with a wider range of applications, 
including Microsoft Office (Outlook, Word, Excel, PowerPoint) and Mozilla 
Firefox.

With LiveScan, Chinese Reader has made Chinese-English translation faster and 
easier.  Instead of copying text and pasting it into complicated dialog boxes or 
requiring users to press cumbersome keystrokes (e.g., Ctrl-Right Mouse button), 
/ƘƛƴŜǎŜ wŜŀŘŜǊΨǎ [ƛǾŜ{Ŏŀƴ immediately translates words at the mouse pointer. 

¢ƘŜ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ wŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ {Ŏŀƴ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ǎƘƻǿǎΥ

Å Enlarged view of the Chinese character(s) in both Simplified and Traditional 
forms. If the web page uses Simplified characters, then Traditional forms (if 
any) are shown in brackets to the right

Å Phonetic pronunciation (Chinese Reader of Pinyin or Bopomofo)

Å Definition or description 

The information displayed in the window may be customized to fit your needs. 
See Chapter 2 for examples.

With over 82,000 Chinese/Pinyin and English entries in the dictionary, Chinese 
wŜŀŘŜǊ ƛǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΥ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎ 
into English. Multi-character names of people (Barack Obama) and phrases (food 
safety, Frankfurt motor show) have always been a challenge, but not for Chinese 
Reader. Unlike traditional dictionaries that are revised annually or less 
frequently, Chinese Reader is updated throughout the year for the most up-to-
date names, words and definitions. 

Easily read, search and understand the names 
of companies and consumer brands

Multi-character Chinese words, names 
and phrases are parsed into easy-to-
understand English

The 82,000+ word Chinese Reader 
Chinese-English dictionary is constantly 
updated. Many well-known, non-
Chinese people, companies, products 
and organizations are in the dictionary



Interactive Translation Chapter 5

The Scan window is an interactive Chinese Reader. Instead of guessing at the 
meaning of a word based on frequency or assumed context, Chinese Reader 
shows the most common definitions for the word or phrase.

Within the Scan window, definitions are grouped by pronunciation. To guide 
users learning Chinese, each definition is also shown with the phonetic (Pinyin  
or Bopomofo). When multiple definitions are shown, use your mouse to 
highlight and select the entries that are interesting to you.  With your mouse, 
right-click to open the Scan menu.  These options will be explained in the next 
chapter.

HighlightScan Mode

²ƘŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜΦ 
With your mouse, highlight a range of Chinese characters. In the top portion of 
ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŀƴ ŜƴƭŀǊƎŜŘ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ tƛƴȅƛƴ όŘŜŦŀǳƭǘύ 
phonetics. This  contextual view [A] helps you to focus on each word or phrase 
at a time. You may also select a List View to show words/phrases listed one after 
another. [B]

Tip: To hear the words spoken in Mandarin, highlight the Chinese (or Ctrl-A to 
select all in the window) and then press Ctrl-S.
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Fast interactive translations makes it 
easier for you to scan emails, documents 
and presentations for key words

Navigating a website? Let Chinese 
Reader give you definitions at-a-
glanceClose a pop-up ad? Be sure the 

ƭƛƴƪ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ȅƻǳ 
really want. Glide your mouse 
over the text for an instant 
translation

The HighlightScan modehelps you focus on selected words. 
Get English translations and Chinese pronunciations from 
Chinese Reader for selected words in the window.



Web Page Translation Chapter 5

Chinese Reader now adds the capability to translate an entire web page. From 
the Scan window, right click the top title bar and choose Translate Page. Choose 
from Google or Microsoft Windows Live online services.

Whole page translation software have been around for decades, but most users 
ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻƻ ƛƴŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ǳǎŜǎΦ ¢Ǌȅ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ 
for your application.

Tip: When the whole page translation software cannot produce a meaningful 
translation, it will frequently leave bits of Chinese within the translation. Use 
Chinese Reader to instantly translate those words or phrases. 

Close Scan Window

At the top right corner, click the Oto closethis window . Chinese Reader will 
continue to run in the background.
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Instant Translation vs. Whole Page Translation
Traditional programs that translate an entire page (or webpage ) at-a-time  are ideal for users who just want translations of a long document. This process can 
take several minutes per page. Since these programs have a limited understanding of the context, translations can be nonsensical and humorous. 

For most applications, Chinese Reader recommends the LiveScan window which translates words interactively. The user is presented with multiple possible 
translations and he can choose the appropriate translation for the context. This is especially helpful for navigating websites (finding the right tab or closing an 
advertisement window). Learning Chinese? Chinese Reader gives you translations only when you need it.

Functional Limitations

Chinese Reader is a very powerful text Chinese Reader, but it does not 
understand graphics, videos or animation. Text embedded inside logos, 
ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ CƭŀǎƘ ŀƴƛƳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ 
ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ wŜŀŘŜǊ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜ ƛǘΦ 
Websites with complex formatting, may not be currently supported.

Logos and graphics with text 
cannotbe translated



Pronunciation and Phonetics Chapter 6

Chinese Reader pronounces Chinese characters in Mandarin Chinese. Just glide 
your mouse over a word or phrase. When the pop-up Scan window appears, 
click inside the window, then right-click  and choose Pronounce (or Ctrl-S) . 
¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ƛƴǘƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻǊ ǇƘǊŀǎŜΦ 

TipΥ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊΩǎ ŀǳŘƛƻ ǾƻƭǳƳŜΥ

1. From the Vista* Control Panel, select Hardware and Sound

2. Choose Adjust system volume

3. On the Volume Mixer, look for MDBG Chinese-English and slide the volume 
level up

4. Make sure the channel for Chinese Reader is not muted

5. Close the dialog boxes

* Also see Appendix B: Windows Vista Tips. For Windows XP users, see Appendix 
C: Windows XP Tips.
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Verify that the Speakers/Headphone and MDBG 
Chinese-English channels are not muted



Pronunciation Chapter 6

Chinese may be spoken in many regional dialects or variants. Mandarin Chinese 
ƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƻŦ /Ƙƛƴŀ όtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŀύΣ ¢ŀƛǿŀƴ 
(Republic of China) and one of four languages of Singapore. Worldwide, 
approximately 836 million people speak Mandarin Chinese.  Standard Mandarin 
is based on the Mandarin spoken in Beijing, China. This dialect, used by 
iNterpret, is slightly different from the Mandarin spoken in Taiwan.

Standard Mandarin is characterized by four tones:

ÅCƛǊǎǘ ǘƻƴŜ όŦƭŀǘύΥ ņ όὄɎύ Ţ ơ ǁ ǹ ו' ? R n ¬ ה

ÅSecond tone (rising): ł όὄȳ) é í ó ú חÁ É Í Ó Ú ז

ÅThird tone (falling-rising): ׅ (ὄȽύ Š ׇיׄדב טגא׆ =

ÅFourth tone(falling): Ł όὄȮ) è ì ò ù כÀ È Ì Ò Ù ך

The neutral tone is shown without any accent mark: a (ὄ) e i o u ü A E I O U Ü

Tip: Hearing these tones is the best way to learn how to recognize them and to 
ǎǇŜŀƪ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜΦ ¦ǎŜ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ wŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ tǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜ ό/ǘǊƭ-S) function whenever a 
word appears in the Scan or Lookup windows.
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Spoken Chinese
Linguists categorize spoken Chinese  into 10 different variants. For many 
Chinese speakers, each major variant

ÅMandarin (including Wu, Jin, Xiang, Hui)
ÅCantonese (including  Ping)
ÅTaiwanese (including Min)
ÅHakka 
ÅGan

can be described as a dialect of Chinese. Many Chinese have difficulties 
comprehending different major variants. For example, Cantonese is not well-
understood by Mandarin speakers. On the other hand, many Cantonese 
speakers have learned to understand and speak Mandarin.

Spoken Chinese
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Customizing Phonetic Views Chapter 6

The Scan pop-up window may be configured to selective show more or less 
information. Right-click in the Scan window and select ShowΧ

Å Simplified/Traditionalςcheck to show both Simplified and Traditional 
characters. Un-check to display only the characters in the text translated by 
Chinese Reader.

Å Tone Colors ςmake it even easier to see each of the 4 Standard Mandarin 
tones (plus neutral). Check to show Chinese characters in colors; un-check 
to show characters only in black.

Å Phoneticsςcheck to display phonetics (Pinyin or Bopomofo); un-check to 
hide this pronunciation help

Å Tone Marks ςWhen Phonetics is enabled, shows marks on the Pinyin 
phonetics; un-check will show tone numbers

Å BopomofoςCheck to show phonetics with Bopomofo; un-check to show 
Pinyin
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Chinese Reader uses two different phonetics to guide pronunciation. 
Pinyin (HanyuPinyin)  uses the Latin alphabet (similar to English) to 
represent sounds. Some letters (j, q, x, zh) do not correspond to any 
English sounds. Pronouncing pinyin according to standard English rules 
will frequently be incorrect. Listening to the Chinese pronounced while 
observing the pinyin can be very effective.

Chinese Reader uses Pinyin as the default phonetics. Pinyin is very 
common in China. In Taiwan, Bopomofo (Jhuyinfuhao) is more 
commonly used.  This system uses 37 letters, 21 consonants and 16 
vowels, to transcribe Mandarin sounds. Instead of using Latin characters, 
Bopomofo uses variations of ancient Chinese characters, simplifications 
or nearly identical radicals.

Note: The Pronunciation (shortcut key, Ctrl-S) is identical for both 
Pinyin/Bopomofo and Simplified/Traditional characters. Remember to 
click inside the pop-up window before pressing Ctrl-S.

Pinyin phonetics

Bopomofo phonetics

Check to show
Bopomofo; un-check to 
show Pinyinphonetics

Right-clickon the title bar to 
show this Scan Options menu



Dictionary Lookup Chapter 7

Lookup is a powerful tool for finding Chinese words based on:

Å Chinese characters

Å Pinyin (with or without tone numbers)

Å English (e.g., definitions)

Å Combination of Chinese/Pinyin and English

With over 82,000 entries , the Chinese Reader dictionary is continuously 
updated with contemporary words, names and phrases.  Open the Lookup 
window from either:

Å System menu: right-click the Chinese Reader icon from the system tray

Å Scan menu: right-click the pop-up window
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Open the Lookup window from the 
System Menu or Scan Menu

Tip: To hear all the Chinese words in 
the list spoken, double-click the up or 
down scroll arrows. To interrupt, press 
the Escbutton

Lookup Chinese words from 
the pop-up windowτ
without typing any Chinese

Search for words in Lookup 
in Chinese/Pinyin, English 
or a combination



Lookup Chinese and Pinyin Chapter 7

Enter the term you want to find and press the Enter key. Lookup searches the 
entire dictionary, both words and definitions, ǳǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŜǊƳΦ ²ƛǘƘ [ƻƻƪǳǇΩǎ 
multilingual capabilities, you can search for any combination of:

Å Chinese - traditional or Simplified characters,

Å Phonetics - Pinyin  (with or without tone numbers), and/or

Å English - with wildcards; see Advanced Lookup with Wildcards section in this 
chapter for details

Menus

Å Right-click an entry to open the Lookup menu

Å Right-click the black title bar to open the Lookup Options menu

Close Lookup Window

At the top right corner, click the Oto closethis window. Chinese Reader will 
continue to run in the background.

27

Click the star to tag this word 
as a favorite

Drag the corner of this 
window to re-sizelarger or 
smaller

Click the down arrow to show a 
history of past searches in this 
session. Press spacebaror 
backspaceto edit previous 
entries
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Ctrl-S (or double-click) on 
selected word to hear it 
pronounced. Ctrl-A to select 
all the words. Press Esc to 
cancel

Lookup Menu

Lookup Window

Lookup Options Menu



Lookup Names Chapter 7

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ƴŀƳŜΚ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜΣ ƭŜǘ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ wŜŀŘŜǊ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ 
ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ a5.DΩǎ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŘƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀǘŎƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ 
names, including politicians and celebrities, with a Chinese sound-alike name. 

Tip: Select an entry with the name. Type Ctrl-S (or choose Pronouncefrom the 
Lookup menu). Hear you name as someone in China might say your name.
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Learning Chinese in a Modern Context

Traditional language classes frequently use 
ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅ ƭƛǎǘǎΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǿƻƴŘŜǊΣ άǿƘŜƴ 
ǿƛƭƭ L ŜǾŜǊ ǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊŘΚέ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ 
context, memorizing word lists quickly becomes 
a tedious chore.

Chinese Reader helps students learn and 
discover Chinese through immersion in popular 
websites. Use Lookup to find words with the 
word beef or Φ bƻǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎƭȅΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ 
many popular Chinese dishes with beef.

Visualization is a powerful stimulus. right click 
Search >Google >Images and students start to 
recognize their favorite beef dishes and other 
images tagged with .

For example, [- ]  is Harbin, the 
capital of Heilongjiang province in northeast 
China. ²ŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
Harbin? Click Search >Google >News and see 
recent news stories. 

As students interact with web-based content, 
their interest deepens and Chinese characters 
suddenly come to lifeτlike never before. 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ 
Reader!

Enter your name in English and let Chinese Reader 
search for individuals with that name in Chinese



Advanced Lookup Chapter 7

/ƘƛƴŜǎŜ wŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ [ƻƻƪǳǇ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ 
Far more powerful than any printed or online Chinese-English dictionary, Lookup 
ƭŜǘǎ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƛƭƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƛƭŘŎŀǊŘǎ ǎƻ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘΦ

Overview

ÅEntering multiple words and characters implies an ANDfor all terms

ÅUse multiple words with ORto include  all matches

Å¦ǎŜ ǉǳƻǘŜ ƳŀǊƪǎ όάύ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǎ

ÅUse the wildcard(* ) at the end of word fragments to match any words that 
start with that word fragment 

ÅUse the minus(-) to exclude words

Examples

Åbeijing Finds all 204 entries for Beijing

Å" ά ŘǳŎƪ Adding duck narrows it down to just Peking 
Duck

Å" " ςcapital Shows entries about Beijing, but not about 
capital

Å" " (duck OR university) Only show entries about Beijing duck or Beijing 
University

ÅάŎƘƛƴŀ-cubaέ Returns only one entry, 

Åaima Returns 4 entries

Åai2 ma Adding the Pinyin tone number 2 to ai shows ái
mà(to receive a scolding)
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beijing returns 228 entries

Minus (-) excludes 
ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ άŎŀǇƛǘŀƭέ

Mix English and Chinese

Deleting the shows only 
(jing) and words that 

use that character

{ǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ άƭƻǾŜέ

Lookup a word in the list



Learning with Lookup Chapter 7

Mandarin uses four tones (plus neutral) to express vowels. Lookupis a handy 
ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƴŜǎΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŜ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ 
that share those tones.

Open Lookup and observe the entries associated with each:

Åma Has about 833 entries (depending on dictionary version)

Åma1 Has 17 entries including mother and dragonfly

Åma2 Has 100 entries including leprosy and toad

Åma3 Has 670 entries including horse, morphine, mammoth and ant

Åma4 Has 26 entries including curse, mark and headboard

Åma5 With this neutral tone, has 25 entries including question tag

Tip: Turn on Tone Colors (Chapter 6) to quickly identify the tones.

Favorite Words

!ǎ ȅƻǳ ōǳƛƭŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǊŜŎŀƭƭΦ ²ƛǘƘ 
Chinese Reader, just click the star to the right of each entry. Yellow star means 
the word is tagged as a favorite; white star means the word is not tagged.

To view the list of Favorite Words:

ÅChoose Favorite Words from the System menu, or

ÅRight-click the black Lookup title bar and choose Favorite Words

To un-tag a word as a favorite, click on the yellow star. To clear 
all the Favorite words, choose Clear Favorite Words From the
Lookup Options menu.
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Easily practice your tones 
with Pronounce(Ctrl-S)

Favorite Words shows a list of the 
words tagged with the yellow star



Copy Chapter 8

After Chinese Reader shows you a translation, you may copy and paste it into 
your email, document or other application.

Copy: copies only the Chinese character(s). For example: [A]

Copy Entries: copies the highlighted entry (entries) including the Chinese, 
phonetics and English translation (per Show settings). For example [B]:

When multiple definitions for a word are shown, they are grouped by 
pronunciation. Click to select and highlight an entry. Hold the Ctrlkey  to select 
additional entries. Hold the Shift key to extend the selection range. When all the 
entries have been selected, choose Copy Entries to copy all the entries.

Tip: In your application (email, word processor), press Ctrl-V (or Edit > Paste) to 
insert the information copied from Chinese Reader. Not all applications support 
Chinese.  Paste the information into Notepad. If Chinese appears in Notepad but 
not your application, then your application does not support Chinese.

Most modern applications  (like Windows Notepad and Microsoft Office) 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ .ƻǇƻƳƻŦƻΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
appear correctly, try formatting them with AR PL NewSungfont. For Pinyin with 
tone marks, use Arial font. To save the file in Notepad, specify Unicode
encoding.
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Snapshot saves the entire LiveScan window 
as a high quality graphics file (PNG)

Copy(Ctrl-C) copies only the 
Chinese characters

Copy Entriescopies the 
selected entries, including 
Chinese characters, phonetics 
and English translation

²ŢƴWƛņBׅ o /WenJiabao(1942-), Premier of PRC from 2003/
[ - ] ²ŢƴWƛņBׅ o /WenJiabao(1942-), Premier of PRC from 2003/
[ - ] ˠ˛ˈ˟˒ʽ˘Ⱥ /WenJiabao(1942-), Premier of PRC from 2003/

Modern applications , like Windows Notepad and Microsoft 
Office, support Chinese characters, including Bopomofo



Pasting into Microsoft Excel and Word Chapter 8

Chinese Reader formats the entries  you copy. Each row holds one entry. The 
Chinese characters appear first, then phonetics and finally the English definition. 
When pasting into a spreadsheet or table, the order is preserved:

ÅColumn 1: Chinese characters

ÅColumn 2: Phonetics (Pinyin or Bopomofo) 

ÅColumn 3: English definition

Microsoft Excel

To paste a Chinese word or a range of entries, click on a cell in your spreadsheet 
and press Ctrl-V . The first column will hold the Chinese characters, the second 
holds the Pinyin (or Bopomofo) and the third column holds the English 
definition.
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TipΥ LŦ ǘƘŜ tƛƴȅƛƴ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ 
right, try using a different font, 
like Arial

Microsoft Word

To paste just a Chinese word, press Ctrl-V. To paste a range of entries, insert a 
table with at least 3 columns  and several rows. Highlight all the cells in the table 
and press Ctrl-V.  

Microsoft Outlook

To paste just a Chinese word, press Ctrl-V. To paste a range of entries, insert a 
table with at least 3 columns  and several rows. Highlight all the cells in the table 
and press Ctrl-V.  

Chinese Phonetics English Definition
dà yבuxǭwàng very probably, a very good chance (of success)

xǭwàng to wish for, to desire, to hope

yבuxǭwàng hopeful, promising, prospective



Search/Link to Web Chapter 9

See an interesting word or name? Right-click on the Chinese Reader pop-up 
window and search 8 popular web services , like Google, Wikipedia, YouTube 
and more. One very powerful feature of Chinese Reader is the ability to directly 
ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōΦ 9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƳŀǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜ ƻŦ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ 
Chinese, you can still search the web in Chineseτwithout typing Chinese.
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Use MDBG, or 9 other 
popular resources,  to 
search the web for news, 
images, videos and more

Search the Bible (Old and New 
Testaments). In this example, 
(xia) is also found in the book of 
Genesis, as the name Eve ( ) , 
Xiàwá.



Web Services Chapter 9

Over a dozen web search resources are integrated into Chinese Reader:

ÅBaidu: gateway to Chinese news, web, forum, answers, MP3, images and 
video

ÅBible Gateway: find text in Old and New Testament, Chinese Union Version. 
Chinese Reader auto-senses the original text as Simplified or Traditional 
Chinese and searches the Bible appropriately

ÅFlickr: find images on this Yahoo! photo sharing site

ÅFriendFeed: share a stream of information with your friends

ÅGoogle: search web, images, news, books, scholar (academic resources) and 
blogs

ÅWikipedia: find articles on specified topic

ÅYouTube: locate videos with selected keyword(s)
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Even though this  YouTube site is in 
/ƘƛƴŜǎŜΣ !ǊƴƻƭŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀƴȅ 
Mandarin  Chinese in these video clips

Want to see video clips of Arnold 
Schwarzenegger on YouTube? 



The simplest way to add or edit an entry is to:

1. Start MDBG Chinese Reader Professional and verify that Live Scan is on. 
The Chinese Reader icon should be visible in your system tray. If not, click 
on the gray Chinese Reader icon to toggle LiveScan on

2. Open your website or document. Glide your mouse over the target Chinese 
characters. 

3. Single Word: Right-click inside the Scan window
Multiple Words: highlight all the characters. Click and select all the Chinese 
characters (Ctrl-A)  in the top of the highlight window. Right-click inside the 
Highlight window

4. From the Word menu, select Add Resource Entry. Complete dialog box and 
click Done

Glide your mouse over the Chinese text and see the new definition. To edit the 
entry:

1. Glide your mouse over the target Chinese characters

2. Right-click inside the Scan window 

3. From the Scan menu, select Word > Add Resource Entry. Complete dialog 
box and click Done
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Right-click inside the window and 
select Word > Add Resource Entry Chinese Reader will suggest information 

ōŀǎŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘόǎύ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘΦ 
Edit the text and click Done to save your 
changes

The Chinese version of the Wall Street Journal 
lists the ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ wŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭ 
ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭΣ ǎƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŀŘŘ ǘƘƛǎ 
abbreviation of the Shanghai Stock Exchange 
into your personal resource

Additions and changes are immediately 
updated in both the LiveScan and Lookup 
windows.

Professional Features Chapter 10



Example: Adding for Shanghai Exchange Chapter 10

1. Open the web page or document 

2. With your mouse, highlight the target Chinese characters. In [A], the 
Highlight window shows at the top and the definition of each 
character at the bottom

3. Click and highlight all the Chinese characters in the top of the window with 
your mouse (or Ctrl-A to select all)

4. As shown in [B], right-click and choose Word, then Add Resource Entry

5. Complete dialog box [C]and click Done. The Add Entry dialog will detect the 
Chinese text (simplified or traditional) and suggest an entry based on the 
current selection. Click Done to save and add your entry.

Å Traditional?  Ã: Leave this box un-checked for simplified Chinese 
characters (China). Check this box if the entry is traditional Chinese (Hong 
Kong, Taiwan)

Å Traditional:  Enter (or paste) the traditional Chinese characters

Å Simplified: Enter (or paste) the simplified Chinese characters

Å Definition: Type  your definition

Å Resource Filename: Select a filename or type a new name
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²ƘŜƴ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŎƭŜŀǊΣ 
customize definitions and translations 
with Chinese Reader Professional 
Edition

New definitions are immediately 
available to both Scan and Lookup



Configuration Details Chapter 10

Professional Edition

The features described in this chapter apply to Chinese Reader Professional 
Edition only. One quick way to verify your product configuration is to look for 
άwŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ aŀƴŀƎŜǊέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ȅǎǘŜƳ ƳŜƴǳΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜƴ 
you are running the Standard Edition; contact MDBG for upgrade information.

HighlightScan

Although you may define and edit the definitions of  individual Chinese 
characters, most users will want to add definitions for multiple characters. Be 
sure that HighlightScanmode is checked (on). Right-click the black title bar of 
the Scan window to open the Scan Options menu.
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Correcting Errors

ÅSimp-trad lengths should match up.
The number of characters for both simplified and traditional Chinese 
should match. For example, if there are 2 simplified characters, then there 
should be 2 traditional characters

ÅOne pinyin per character allowed.
You need one pinyin per Chinese character. If there are multiple pinyin 
όŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ άμέύΣ ŘŜƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ƻƴŜǎΦ

Scan Options Menu


